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Cook Park Neighborhood
Association 2018 Board
President - Vacancy
Vice President - Vacancy
Treasurer - Ray Vreeland
Secretary - Mary Walsh
Director at Large - Ed Hornung 
Director at Large - Nadine James
Director at Large - Vacancy
Marketing Committee:
Nancy Barlow
Jim Stone

Our Neighborhood
Cook Park Neighborhood is bordered by 
Cherry Creek to the North, Evans Avenue to 
the South, Quebec Street to the East and Holly 
Street to the West.

CPNA meets the 
3rd Tuesday 
of the month.

NEW MEETING TIME! 
6:00 pm: Board 

business meeting
6:30 pm: Speaker 
presentation at the

Rec Center 

March 20
April 17
May 15

President’s letter:
2018 brings change to the Cook Park.

This is the final “President’s letter” I 
will write. The time has come to pass 
the baton to new leadership of the 
Cook Park Neighborhood Association. 

For the past 7 years I have been fortu-
nate to hold the role as the President of 
our neighborhood association. Howev-
er, now I plan to focus my attention on 
the East Evans Business Association’s 
new board and mission. 

Board elections were held in January 
with many officers embracing their 
roles again this year. In addition to 
myself, Stephanie Casey has decided to 
step down as well. Stephanie was a tre-
mendous contributor to our newsletter 
and supported the relationships with 
our advertisers. She also coordinated 
the 4th of July Bike Parade and Picnic. 
She will be sorely missed.

The board is in need of inspiring leader 
to take over the reigns of President, 
Vice President and a Director at Large. 
If you would like to take on the chal-
lenge please contact one of the board 
members.

Thanks for reading!
Nancy Barlow, 
Past President of the CPNA

CDOT: Join us for a special 
Cook Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion meeting on Tuesday, March 20, 
7:00 pm at the Cook Park Rec Center. 
This community meeting is to discuss 
ONLY the future development of 
the CDOT property located at South 
Holly Street. Meeting will be attended 
by City Councilman Paul Kashmann 
and the Kentro Group. (A meeting 
about the Arkansas property occurred 
on January 25 at Ellis Elementary, and 
a follow up meeting for Arkansas will 
take place at Ellis Elementary at  6 PM 
on March 8.)
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(cont. on page 2)

There’s a new kid in town By Nancy Barlow

There’s a new property owner on East Evans that’s doing an enormous amount of 
good for Denver. The building at 6265 E. Evans Ave. (previously home of Palace 
Chinese and presently home of Cricket Mobile, Yuphorix, MCT Computer Repair, 
Martinizing Green Cleaners, and Chaka’s Mexican Restaurant) has been purchased 
by Assistance League of Denver, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Assistance League 
Denver (ALD)
has been serving 
the greater Denver 
community for 59 
years. Last year their 
members devoted 
over 32,000 hours 
and spent $408,000 
helping children and 
adults in need.
They are an all-vol-
unteer, nonprofit 
organization whose 
mission is to serve 
children and adults 
through its nine inno-
vative philanthropic 
programs: 

• Operation School Bell®
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5125 East Evans Avenue
Denver, CO 80222

303.757.4996

Choose Carpet One Floor and 
Home for a beautiful selection of 
hardwood, vinyl, LVT, laminate, tile, 
carpet for commercial, residential 
and apartments.

Beautiful selection...
 Beautiful guarantee.

New kid cont. 
• Scholarship opportunities
• Hospitality House
• Assault Survivor Kits®
• Arts for Kids
• Caps for Kids
• ALDO Bears (Assistance League Denver Officer Bear)
• Serve Our Seniors

What will be housed in the new space?
The Assistance League Denver meeting 
rooms, office, and event center will be 
calling 6265 E. Evans their home in May, 
2018. The Assistance League of Denver 
Thrift Shop is a thrift retail shop and the 
main source of funding for their philan-
thropic programs; it is staffed and managed 
entirely by member volunteers, Monday 
thru Saturday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.
Another important facet of ALD’s is their 
Hospital Equipment Lending Program that 
provides various hospital equipment for 
in-home rehabilitation with no charge to 
the patient. Referrals by doctors, hospi-
tals, physical therapists and occupational 
therapists provide information for patients 
to contact ALD for equipment use.

Many philanthropic programs are support-
ed through the new location. Operation 

School Bell® helps children in need by inviting them to shop at a retail store that 
partners with Assistance League of Denver to choose new clothes for school and in 
addition they receive two new books.

Assault Survivor Kits® provides clothing needs for sexual assault victims. Other 
programs supporting children, seniors, and the community will operate from the 
new location.

The Denver AL chapter was organized in 1953, chartered in 1958, and was the 
first chapter of National Assistance League located outside of California. There are 
120 Assistance League chapters in 26 states with just under 23,000 members. In 
2013-14 Assistance League chapters returned over $38 million to local communities 
across the country and invested approximately 3.34 million service hours.

Other funding sources 
for Assistance League 
Denver include grants, 
corporate and indi-
vidual donations, 
“The Happening” 
and “Spring Fling” 
fundraisers, an annu-
al appeal asking for 
monetary donations, 
participation in “Col-
orado Gives”, and an 
Endowment Fund.

For more information 
you can access their website at 
www.assistanceleague.org/denver

Colorado Gives Day AL Volunteers

Operation School Bell®
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You may not get much of a thrill from filing your taxes, but the process 
becomes much more enjoyable if you’re expecting a refund. So, if one is 
headed your way, what should you do with the money?

The answer depends somewhat on the size of the refund. For the 2016 tax 
year, the average refund was about $2,760 – not a fortune, but big enough 
to make an impact in your life. Suppose, for example, that you invested this 
amount in a tax-deferred vehicle, such as a traditional IRA, and then did not 
add another penny to it for 30 years. At the end of that time, assuming a 
hypothetical 7 percent annual rate of return, you’d have slightly more than 
$21,000 – not enough, by itself, to allow you to move to a Caribbean island,
but still a nice addition to your retirement income. (You will need to pay 
taxes on your withdrawals eventually, unless the money was invested in a 
Roth IRA, in which case withdrawals are tax-free, provided you meet cer-
tain conditions.)

Of course, you don’t have to wait 30
years before you see any benefits from
your tax refund. If you did decide to put
a $2,760 tax refund toward your IRA
for 2018, you’d already have reached
just over half the allowable contribution 
limit of $5,500. (If you’re 50 or older, 
the limit is $6,500.) By getting such a 
strong head start on funding your IRA 
for the year, you’ll give your money more 
time to grow. Also, if you’re going to 
“max out” on your IRA, your large initial payment will enable you to put in 
smaller monthly amounts than you might need to contribute otherwise.

While using your refund to help fund your IRA is a good move, it’s not the
only one you can make. Here are a few other possibilities:

• Pay down some debt. At some time or another, most of us probably feel 
we’re carrying too much debt. If you can use your tax refund to help reduce 
your monthly debt payments, you’ll improve your cash flow and possibly 
have more money available to invest for the future.

• Build an emergency fund. If you needed a new furnace or major car repair,
or faced any other large, unexpected expense, how would you pay for it? If 
you did not have the cash readily available, you might be forced to dip into 
your long-term investments. To help avoid this problem, you could create 
an emergency fund containing three to six months’ worth of living expenses, 
with the money kept in a liquid, low-risk account. Your tax refund could 
help build your emergency fund.

• Look for other investment opportunities. If you have some gaps in your
portfolio, or some opportunities to improve your overall diversification, you 
might want to use your tax refund to add some new investments. The more 
diversified your portfolio, the stronger your defense against market volatility 
that might primarily affect one particular asset class. (However, diversifica-
tion, by itself, can’t protect against all losses or guarantee profits.) 

Clearly, a tax refund gives you a chance to improve your overall financial
picture. So take your time, evaluate your options and use the money wisely.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. 

5595 E. Evans Ave. Denver CO 80222
303.744.1091 •800.275.0113
Fax 303.733.5291
www.bonniebraeflowers.com

Since 1941

Advertise in the
Cook Park News 

for pennies per prospect!

 
Contact the CPNA at cpneighborhood@gmail.com for 
advertising rates, dates of publishing and deadlines. 
The Cook Park News is distributed to the doors of 1550 
homes within our boundaries as well as countless local 
businesses, the library and Rec Center.

H&E Furniture
Vintage and Retro
Furniture. 
Full bargain basement!
6443 E Evans Ave, NW Corner
303-388-4248
www.handefurniture.net
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm
Sunday 12pm to 5pm

www.angelashairsalon.com
720.296.6544

Bored with
your look?
First time clients take 
20% off any service.
MY SALON Suite
1152 S. Colorado Blvd.
Suite 103
Glendale, CO 80246

www.edwardjones.com

.

2000 S Colorado Blvd
Annex Building Ste 220
Denver, CO 80222
303-759-5656

Member SIPC

Eric J Srodulski, Financial Advisor

How will you pay for retirement? 
Let’s talk.

eric.srodulski@edwardjones.com

Your source for
tax-advantaged income

7535 East Hampden Avenue
Suite 354
Denver, CO 80231-4838
(303) 759-5656

    What should you do with
     your tax refund?

Bob Starr

You have 
several 
smart 

choices!

NEW ADDRESS
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Dispelling any and all mysteries about Nextdoor.com
Part 1 of a 2-part series 
By Ed Hornung

At the January 2018 Cook Park Neighborhood Association 
monthly meeting, we had the pleasure of listening to two 
excellent guest speakers: Mr. Paul Scudo, representing Step 
Denver, and Ms. Heather Erickson, South Leyden Street, 
our local Cook Park Neighborhood Lead for Nextdoor. 
This is Part 1 of a 2-part series designed to discuss the out-
standing benefits of participating in and joining Nextdoor.

So what is Nextdoor?  

Nextdoor is the private social network, for you, your 
neighbors, and your community.  It’s the easiest way for you 
and your neighbors to talk online and make all of your lives 
better in the real world. And it’s free!

Thousands of neighborhoods are already using Nextdoor 
to build happier, safer places to call home. The heart and 
soul of Nextdoor are the helpful conversations that happen 
between neighbors. People are using Nextdoor to:

• Quickly get the word out about a break-in
• Organize a neighborhood watch group
• Track down a trust-worthy baby sitter
• Find out who does the best paint job in town
• Ask for help keeping an eye out for a lost dog
• Find a new home for an outgrown bike
• Finally call that nice man down the street by his first name

Nextdoor’s mission is to provide a trusted platform where neighbors work together to build stronger,  healthier, and more 
engaged communities all over the world. The Nextdoor company was created because Nextdoor believes that the neighbor-
hood is one of the most important and useful communities in a person’s life.   

(cont. on page 5)

NEYOUN is a full service firm providing accounting 
and business support to micro small and medium sized 
organizations (both domestic and international). 
We provide support in all areas of accounting, taxation, 
payroll processing, and forensic projects. 
Consultations are always free
.

The Neyoun Corporation is an 
accounting practice with spe-
cial focus on small business. 
Our service supports start-ups 
through medium sized entities 
(domestic and international). In 
all areas of accounting; taxa-
tion; payroll processing; audit; 
IRS and other agency issues. 
Consultations are always 
FREE!

The Neyoun Corporation is an 
accounting practice with spe-
cial focus on small business. 
Our service supports start-ups 
through medium sized entities 
(domestic and international). In 
all areas of accounting; taxa-
tion; payroll processing; audit; 
IRS and other agency issues. 
Consultations are always 
FREE!

2018

The Neyoun Corporation is an 
accounting practice with spe-
cial focus on small business. 
Our service supports start-ups 
through medium sized entities 
(domestic and international). In 
all areas of accounting; taxa-
tion; payroll processing; audit; 
IRS and other agency issues. 
Consultations are always 
FREE!

The Neyoun Corporation is an 
accounting practice with spe-
cial focus on small business. 
Our service supports start-ups 
through medium sized entities 
(domestic and international). In 
all areas of accounting; taxa-
tion; payroll processing; audit; 
IRS and other agency issues. 
Consultations are always 
FREE!

www.neyoun.com
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303-691-9484
2005 S. Holly St., Denver, CO 80222

(1 block north of E. Evans) Mon thru Fri 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

• Full service repair shop
• Auto body and paint shop10% 

OFF
Repair or 

Service
(maximum of 

$35 discount)
Come in for great deals on 
GREAT service.
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or offer.

Your neighborhood vehicle experts for

Cross of Glory
 L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
1991 S. Oneida Street
Denver, CO 80224 
303-756-0735
Mike Lemke, Pastor

Weekly Live Stream 
on Facebook!

“This Is Us” 
Bible Study: 

Tuesdays 10 AM

Easter Sunday 
April 1, 7:30 AM 

Sunrise service: 8:30am 
Breakfast: 9:15 

Egg Hunt!
 10am service

Earth Day, Sat. 
April 21st

Community Garden/Jr. 
Gardener Club kickoff

Community Shred 
Event:10am – 1pm

Weekly:
Sunday education: 9am

Sunday worship: 10pm

CrossofGloryDenver.org

STAY IN THE LOOP

Join us at a CPNA 
meeting: every 3rd
Tuesday of the month 
at 6:00 pm at the 
Rec Center.

Nextdoor cont. 
The Nextdoor core values are:  

• Invest in community
• Put our members first
• Be a good neighbor
• Communicate openly
• Act like an owner

Nextdoor is:

• For neighborhood barbeques. For multi-family garage sales. For trick & treating.
• For slowing down traffic:  “children at play”.
• For sharing a common hedge and an awesome baby sitter.
• For neighborhood watch. Emergency response. And for just keeping an eye out for your friend’s lost 
cat.
• For believing that waving hello to the new neighbor says, “Welcome” better than any door mat.
• For on-line chats that lead to more clothesline chats.
• For the belief that strong neighborhoods improve not only our property value – they improve each 
one of our lives.
• Believing amazing things can happen by just talking with the people next door.
• Simply you and your neighbors, together.

What Nextdoor is not, and what is not welcome is:

• Uncivil, rude, or vulgar comments
• Discrimination
• Racial profiling
• Personal disputes
• Public shaming
• Ranting or soapboxing
• Over-posting
• Fundraising for non-local causes

So, how do you join Nextdoor?

If you’d like to join Nextdoor in the neighborhood where you live, you’ll need to provide your full 
name and address, and you’ll need to verify that you live at the address in the neighborhood you’re 
joining.  Please note that our Community Guidelines (https://help.nextdoor.com) prohibit the posting 
of unsolicited recommendations or advertisements to your neighbors and nearby neighbors from your 
personal account.

To create a personal account on a web browser:

1. Visit nextdoor.com (http://nextdoor.com), enter your email address and residential street address* 
and click Find your neighborhood.  
2. Complete all of the required fields.
3. If you received an invitation to join Nextdoor, follow the special link on your invitation to create 
your account.
4. Click sign up.
5. Lastly, verify your address.
*Nextdoor does not support the use of P.O. boxes. Members must join using their physical address. 

(cont. on page 6)



2695 S. Monaco Parkway | ColoradoAthleticClubs.com/Monaco

Space is limited.
Contact a Membership Representative at 303.758.7080  
to reserve your child’s spot today.
*Restrictions and terms may apply. ©2018 Wellbridge

Register your child now!

SUMMER IS  
JUST AROUND  
THE CORNER

MONACO MARLINS SWIM TEAM SUMMER                  CAMPand
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Nextdoor cont. 
To create a personal account on an iPhone:
1. Download Nextdoor for iPhone (http://nextdoor.com//mobile).  
2. If you have received an invitation code, tap Use Invite Code in the bottom right corner.
3. If you do not have an invitation code, tap Create An Account.
4. Complete all of the required fields, tap Next.
5. A Map page which shows your neighborhood boundary and your address location will appear.  Tap Next.
6. Tap Next to be taken to the VERIFY ADDRESS screen.

To create a personal account on Android:
1. Download Nextdoor for Android (http://nextdoor.com/mobile).
2. If you have received an invitation code, tap Use Invite Code in the bottom right corner.
3. If not, tap CREATE AN ACCOUNT and follow the prompts.
4. Finally, verify your address.

Nextdoor is safe to join.

Nextdoor makes it safe to share online the kind of things you’d be okay sharing with your neighbors in person.

Here’s how:
• Every neighbor must verify their address.
• Each neighbor signs in with their real name – just like a person.
• You choose where your information is shared.
• Your website is securely encrypted using the HTTPS Internet protocol.
• Nextdoor never shares your personal information with third-party advertisers. 

Additionally, Nextdoor prohibits convicted sex offenders, including registered sex offenders and their household from joining.  
Other account registrants may be denied a membership if they would harm the neighborhood.   Finally, you must be 13 or 
older to join Nextdoor.  

There are currently 1,237 Cook Park neighbors on Nextdoor from 857 households.  This represents only 26% of the estimat-
ed 3,351 households in Cook Park.  Please encourage, especially new arrivals, to join Nextdoor.  

There are two primary reasons why you may have a post removed or see them disappear.  The most common reason for post 
removal is someone innocently posting about their commercial business.  You cannot use Nextdoor to advertise your business.  
The only exception is a “sponsored” ad. Nextdoor should not be used for commercial or self-promoting reasons.  

(cont. on page 11)



Useful phone numbers/websites
• Police/Fire/Medical Emergency 9-1-1 City Services 3-1-1
• Police (non-emergency) 720-913-2000 
• District 3 Police Station (admin. and info.) 720-913-1300
• Neighborhood Inspection Service 720-865-3200 
   (for zoning violations, un-shoveled snow, weeds, front yard junk, 
   abandoned vehicles, etc.)
• Graffiti Hot Line 720-865-7867
• Street Maintenance/Pothole Repair 720-865-6855
• Animal Control/Barking Dogs 3-1-1
• Denveranimalshelter.com
• Dumb Friends League to report a lost or found pet
   303.751.5772 x 7254
• Denver’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection 800-449-7587 
• Power Failure—Xcel 800-895-1999
• Denver Recycles 720-865-6805
• Solid Waste Department (Trash Pick Up) 720-865-6900, after hours 
   call 720-865-6855 
• Mayor Hancock, MileHighMayor@denvergov.org, 720-865-9090
• Paul Rosenthal, State Rep. District 9 303-866-2910 or 
   paul.rosenthal.house@state.co.us
• Councilman Paul Kashmann’s office - 720-337-6666
• Ann Rowe, School Board Rep. 720-423-3210
• Kate Williams, RTD Rep. 303-316-6768 
• Rocky Mountain Poison Center – 1-800-222-1222
• Leetsdale Cop Shop - 303-329-0500

2300 S. Colorado Blvd., Denver
303-757-6800

mypetstation.net

Independent
Pet Retailer
• Grooming 

• Self-Service Dog Wash

Save $2:00 off any large 
size of dog or cat kibble with
this ad!

 

ANN LAMPERT REALTY, INC.
420 S. Forest St. • 303-388-2437

Quality Service Since 1948
SALES OF HOMES, CONDOS, INVESTMENTS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • NOTARY PUBLIC

ED LAMPERT • MARK LAMPERT

Try our monthly recommended craft beers.
March: Epic Brewing Co.  6 packs
April: Joseph James Brewing Co.  6 packs
May: Odd 13 Brewing Co.  6 packs

Craft Beer of the Month

900 South Monaco • 303.388.4369
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2018 SPEAKER SERIES

The CPNA Board of directors are always 
looking for speakers at our meetings, 
Every 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm at the 
Rec Center. Please note we do not meet 
in December.

Contact Ed Hornung through the Cook 
Park email address.

cpneighborhood@gmail.com

20% off 
on 1st visit

   40th Annual Paint-A-Thon 

       40th Anniversary Brothers Redevelopment Paint-A-Thon crews
       offer free exterior painting to income-eligible homeowners!

Since 1978, Brothers Redevelopment has used the Paint-A-Thon event to 
paint homes for more than 7,250 senior citizen or disabled homeowners.

You qualify if:

• You are 60 years of age or older, are physically disabled, or both 
• You own and occupy your home 
• You live on a limited income and cannot afford to hire a painting 
contractor 
• You cannot physically paint your home
• Your home is in significant need of exterior painting 
• Your home is less than 20ft in height 
• The job can be finished by a group of volunteers in one day 
• You agree to be present on the day of painting to engage with
volunteers 
•You have no plans to sell your home or move for at least two years

To apply, call (720)339-5864 or visit www.BrothersRedevelopment.org
The nonprofit, Brothers Redevelopment, paints 100 homes each year 
from March through September:

• Nominate a family member, friend, neighbor or yourself
• Friendly staff can answer your questions about applying
• Qualifying homeowners are 60 or older, or disabled
• Homeowners must live in the house; staying at least 1 year
• The house cannot be taller than one and one half stories
• The house must need a paint job!
• Visit www.BrothersRedevelopment.org for more details

You must complete the Paint-A-Thon application and send to Brothers 
Redevelopment, 2250 Eaton St., Garden Level, Suite B. Denver, CO 
80214 and if your application is approved, Brothers will contact you to 
schedule an estimate at your home. 
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Over the past 5 years we have tracked area selling season shifts of the 2nd and 3rd quarters compared to the 1st and 2nd 
quarters. There are a number of factors that have caused the Denver selling season to move upward. The earlier start of 
school seems to be one of these factors. Selling season numbers are based on numbers of buyers and listings sold in each 
quarter. Through the tracking of previous years, the seller now has more selling power through the first and second quarters 
by an increase of 5-10% over a home that sells during the 3rd and 4th quarters. This gives the seller, more “buying power”. 

Let me explain: You the seller will need to buy a replacement home once you sell your current home. If you decide to sell 
in the 1st and 2nd quarters, the buyer will indeed be spending more to purchase your home. When you sell and begin to 
repurchase, you will have a larger down payment to apply to a higher priced home before interest rates are applied. In many 
cases, if you have more dollars to put down on a higher priced home, monthly payments may be more affordable for you. If 
you wait to sell in the 3rd and 4th quarter when overall home prices generally decrease, it is probable you’ll receive less for 
your property. You quite possibly may limit both you and your buyer’s purchase prices if INTEREST RATES increase, which 
lowers everyone’s buying power. Thus, WAITING TO SELL MAY COST YOU MONEY IN 2018. Interest rates are creeping 
up and are expected to increase 3 times by the end of 2018.  With a principle and interest loan payment of $2,500 @ 4.5% 
interest you can afford a purchase price of $493,500. With 5% interest rate you can afford $452,700 with the same payment 
of $2,500. 

Debbie@VandreProperties.com or 303-517-0891, Debbie Vandre, Vandre Properties, LLC, Keller Williams DTC, LLC.

Ask your Realtor: When is the height of selling season? By Debbie Vandre

• Restaurants, Bars and 
Bakeries • Carpet and 
Flooring • Worship 
• Flowers • Furniture
• Real Estate and Mortgage 
Lending • Financial 
Services, Tax Preparation 
and Banking • Car Repair 
and Service • Dentistry 
• Liquor • Pet 
Supplies • Hardware/Paint 
• Law Firms 
• Salons • Dog grooming 
• Computer Repair • Fitness 
• Insurance • Heating and 
Cooling • Window and 
Gutter Cleaning

PLEASE
SUPPORT

OUR 
ADVERTISERS

Our local businesses have 
everything we need!

Call for editorial content
Do you have an interesting story to tell? We would love to include your stories and share with our neighbors. Perhaps you 
want to share an interesting hobby, recognize a neighbor or local business that has gone above and beyond. We only ask that 
your articles are informational and not advertisements for your business. Email your articles to cpneighborhood@gmail.com

Local Real Estate News
Denver’s market is still on the rise. Here is an overview from Debbie Vandre. For more information on our neighborhood, 
contact Debbie Vandre at 303-517-0891 or email her at Debbie@VandreProperties.com
.

Homes Priced Below $499,000               
9 Sold
2 Under Contract
0 Active
Average Days on Market 38

Avg Sold Price $394,414                      
Average Price per total sq ft       
$224.70                       

Homes Priced Over $500,000 
4 Sold
4 Under Contract
3 Active
Average Days on Market 23

Avg Sold price $528,667
Average price per total sq ft        
$263.80
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     Distracted driving By Councilman Paul Kashmann

          Distracted drivers cause an average of 40 crashes per day in Colorado. In 2014, 59 of 488 Colorado traffic fatalities
          were caused by distracted driving while in 2015, 68 of the 546 Colorado traffic deaths were the result of drivers 
texting, talking on the phone, dealing with children or engaging in other attention-diverting behaviors.

A hands-free driving bill, sponsored 
by Colorado District 31 Senator Lois 
Court, was killed last month in the 
Senate’s State, Veterans & Military 
Affairs Committee, where bills go to 
die that the majority leadership do 
not want to go to the floor for a vote 
of the full body.

It is illegal to text while driving in 
Colorado — kind of. A law was 
passed last year that increased the 
penalty for adults who text while 
driving from $50 and 1 point on 
their license to $300 and 4 points on 
their license. Unfortunately, that law 
also added the proviso that texting 
was only banned if one is doing so 
“in a careless or imprudent manner.” 
This makes the law difficult to en-
force, as what constitutes “careless” 
is up to the discretion of the officer 
involved.

Cellphone use is illegal under all circumstances for drivers under 18 years of age, who can catch a $50 fine if caught with a 
phone in their hand while driving.

I was prepared to put forth a Denver law that would tighten restrictions on distracted drivers, but have been advised that 
“laws of the road” are under state jurisdiction, and municipalities cannot act in those areas. Thus, as with our Drive 25! 
campaign, I’m urging you all to Put Down The Phone and Drive! Safety on the roads is your responsibility. Please do your 
part.

across from Starbucks



The Colorado Rockies, Denver’s first professional baseball team, had started its inaugural season four days earlier in games 
played against the New York Mets in Shea Stadium. Now Don Baylor’s team was coming home to play its first game in 
Denver.  Coors Field was still years in the making (1995). This historic Colorado Rockies game would be played in…yes…
Mile High Stadium! Spirits were high! Fans, donning purple, black, green and white were ecstatic! Because Mile High seated 
so many, 80,227 cheered on the Rockies that day, still to date, the largest crowd to see a single regular season Major League 
Baseball game!

The first batter, second baseman Eric Young came to the plate in the bottom of the first inning.  Fans roared upon the an-
nouncement of the very first “at home” plate appearance by a Colorado Rockies player. played its first home game.  Real 
Rockies fans know what happened next. Hollywood could not have scripted things better. Eric Young homered! In one of 
the most memorable moments in Colorado Rockies baseball 
history, EY homered! What an amazing start at home for our 
Colorado Rockies.  Real Rockies fans will forever remem-
ber and talk about it. Some were privileged to go that game 
against the Montreal Expos… Andres Galarraga’s former 
team.

It was April 9, 1993… Good Friday that year…I DID NOT 
GO TO THE GAME.

Dad had purchased our season tickets shortly after the an-
nouncement that Denver was going to have a Major League 
team.  Our priority number was in the 800s! We were SO 
excited to see our Colorado Rockies play. But then the real-
ization that the first home game would be played on Good 
Friday…

Of course, as a minister, I knew I would be in worship (And 
in grateful appreciation to the God of life and possibilities, 
was glad and privileged to do so). But you know it sure 
would have been amazing to have been at Mile High in per-
son that day!

So, what does all this baseball talk have to do with us in 
Cook Park, besides of course, getting us psyched for a good, 
hopefully, great Colorado Rockies baseball season?

Outfielder Ty Cobb, whose career ended in 1928 (90 years 
ago!), has the highest batting average in Major League 
Baseball history. He batted .366 over 24 seasons, mostly with the Detroit Tigers. Simply put, arguably the greatest hitter in 
baseball history, FAILED A LOT MORE THAN HE SUCCEEDED! For every 10 times that Ty Cobb came to the plate, he 
made an out 6… almost 7 times!

For many years, Babe Ruth was known as the King of Strikeouts! He was known for his all or nothing batting style. He led 
the American League in strikeouts five times and accumulated 1,330 of them in his career. Babe Ruth struck out about twice 
as many times as he hit a home run (714).

The Bible says nothing about winning. It says everything about competing. Hebrews 12 begins: “Since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, setting our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the shame of the cross.”  Picture Mile High stadium in 
the day! Orange everywhere! Now picture the fans there to be the saints in our lives who have passed into greater life, the 
“cloud of witnesses.” How wonderful to believe that there are those who root for us time and time again, who pull for us, 
who hope for our very best even despite ourselves, our shortcomings, our foibles, our strike-outs!

Success is so often misunderstood. How we measure up to others. Needing to have this or that. How about if, all the more, 
we make committed efforts to GET INTO THE GAME, to compete, to run the race, to step into the batter’s box to make 
Cook Part even better? We have already won folks, if we decide to really, truly, enthusiastically TRY TO BE THE 
DIFFERENCE. In our families. At the workplace. In our community.

Play ball Cook Park?

Pastor Mike Lemke
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  Are you ready to “PLAY BALL” Cook Park?
     By Pastor Mike Lemke

Cook
Park



    Nextdoor cont
       The second most common rule violation is, or may become  (since 2018 is an election year), the posting of non-local
       and/or inappropriate political comments.

Discussions of political issues that affect your neighborhood are an important part of building community, yet these conver-
sations can often turn heated as they can bring out deeply held opposing views.  We rely on every member to use their good 
judgement and restraint to keep such conversations productive.   In addition, neighborhoods may decide to conduct these 
conversations in a group—please see our guideline on controversial issues.  

Allowed:
• Discussing local ballot issues or elections in a civil and respectful manner.
• Introducing yourself once if you are running for local public office.
• Posting local politics-related events in the Events calendar, like voter registration drives or information sessions about local 
political topics.  

Not allowed:
• Discussion of non-local politics or policy issues in the main feed.   If you wish to discuss non-local politics or policy issues, 
you must create a group. Within a group, you may discuss national or state politics or other non-local campaign topics.
• Uncivil or inflammatory debate.
• Telling your neighbors how to vote on a specific issue. This is campaigning and is not allowed.
• Over-posting about your preferred candidate, candidacy, or issue.  Do not use Nextdoor as a campaign mailing list.

Political announcements/posts such as these are not allowed.  

Not Allowed
“We should all be voting for Billy Button.  If you’d like a Billy Button sign for your yard, let me know.  VOTE BILLY BUT-
TON!!”  Telling your neighbors how to vote on a specific candidate is not allowed.

Not Allowed
“Vote Yes on Prop 10”   Telling your neighbors 
how to vote on a specific issue is not allowed.

Not Allowed
“Supervisor Smith belongs in jail, not office.  
She’s all about the kickbacks.”  This post is not 
civil and, therefore, is not allowed.

Here is an example of what is allowed.

 “Just a reminder that we are fast approaching 
the October 29, 2018, date for an individual to 
submit a voter registration application and still 
receive a ballot in the mail. The next general 
election is November 6, 2018.”

“If you need to register or update your 
current registration, I have applications that 
you can download.” 

This post is allowed because it is a public-ser-
vice announcement related to getting neighbors’ 
votes counted.    

Thanks again, Heather, for your presentation 
and for volunteering your time as our Cook 
Park Neighborhood Lead.  

Nextdoor Community Guidelines can be found at help.nextdoor.com. 

Remember, the heart and soul of Nextdoor is the helpful conversations that happen between neighbors.   
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Have fun.
Support one another.

Share news.
Play nice.
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Cook Park Rec Center By Drew Jordan, Cook Park Recreation Center Coordinator

As we step into 2018, Denver Parks and Recreation along with Cook Park Recreation Center are excited to continue offer-
ing quality programs, engaging activities and exciting opportunities for the Cook Park community. As always, our facility is 
open six days a week with numerous drop in fitness programs, senior clubs, games and an ever growing after school and out 
of school program.

Be on the lookout for these upcoming events at Cook Park Recreation Center:

MY Denver Prime – Starting at the beginning of 2018 
Denver Parks and Recreation excitedly announced the roll-
out of the free membership option for Denver residents 
age 60 or older. Stop by your closest recreation center with 
proof of age and address and get signed up for your free 
membership now.

Bunny Eggstravaganza – Join the Easter Bunny for pho-
tos, games, crafts and an egg hunt the morning of March 
24th. Kids under 6 will kick off the event at 9:00am with 
their egg hunt, followed by the kids over 6 at 9:30 and 
10:00am. Registration is $5.00 and can be handled at your 
nearest recreation center or online.

Parents Night Out, Kids Night In – Take advantage of a 
night off or a date night by dropping the kids off for a 
night of fun games, crafts and a pizza dinner on Friday, 
April 6th from 6:00-9:00pm. $5.00 registration for the 
entire evening.

Youth Sports – Registration is open for the spring season of youth sports here 
at Cook Park. This spring we’ll be offering volleyball, flag football, and soccer 
for kids 5-12 years old. Coming up in the summer we’ll be offering baseball, 
softball and T-Ball.  Registration will be open May 8th for summer activities.

Summer Camps – Throughout the school year and into the summer the 
MYDenver program will be offering free out of school programming to all 
Denver children ages 5-18 every weekday.  MYDenver programming runs 
Monday-Friday 4:00-6:30pm during the school year and 12:00-4:00pm during 
the summer. (cont. on page 13)

$20 off brake repair for 
1st time customers

• AAA repair facility.
• BBB Member for 20 years 
   with an A+Rating!
• Shuttle service. 
• We accept all credit cards
   and offer 90 days same 
   as cash. 
Ramon Elder - Owner
303.756.AUTO (2886)
5555 East Evans Avenue
Denver, CO  80222
www.elderauto.net

Family owned and operated
for 20 years. 

Assistance League Denver 
will be moving MAY 2018
to Assistance League Plaza 
located at 6265 E. Evans Ave.

Thrift Shop is currently 
serving customers at 
1331 E. Colfax Ave.
Mon-Sat, 10 am-3 pm.
303-322-5205

assistanceleague.org/denver
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Neighborhood mail thefts
There is a new “crime of opportunity” taking place in our neighborhood that we all need to be aware of- mail theft from 
individual residential mailboxes. There have been several of these incidents over the past month or so and the trend, for the 
moment, seems to be ongoing.  

Typically, the thief looks for a raised flag on a mailbox, indicating the presence of outgoing mail. At some point before the 
mailman comes to deliver/pickup, a car is driven up to the box, the mail is taken, and the vehicle speeds away.  The whole 
process takes less than ten seconds.  

Both the police and our local post office manager are aware of the situation and are on the case. In fact, the Denver police 
department has assigned one of their detectives to specifically investigate the problem in ongoing fashion.  

Here is what we can do to heighten awareness and/or help thwart this kind of thievery: First, if you are the victim of this 
type of crime, or see it happen, file a police report (online works well) and tell the manager at the post office at Holly and 
Evans. Second, and even better as a preventive measure, consider placing your outgoing mail in a secured box (there is a 
blue box located at E Pontiac Way and S Oneida, for example) or drop it off at the post office itself.  

Continue to communicate with your neighbors if you see something suspicious taking place and share information with 
them. This new crime of opportunity will not happen, at least for outbound mail, if the opportunity does not exist for theft 
in the first place.  

     Rec Center cont.
           Activities include karate, cooking, drumming, gym games, 
           arts and crafts and other fun youth programs. Cook Park Recreation Center will also 
be hosting the YMCA camp again this summer in our facility.  Information about registra-
tion can be found at www.DenverYMCA.org or by contacting Adrian Locket at 
alocket@ymca.org.

MY Denver Splash and Bash – Cook Park pool will again kick off the season with a Teen 
Splash and Bash held Friday, June 8th from 11:00-3:00pm.  All teenagers with a MYDenver 
card will be invited for free food, field games and an aquatic obstacle course to kick off the 
summer.

Cook Park Recreation Center staff is excited to see our neighbors throughout 2018.  Feel free to stop in (7100 Cherry Creek S. 
Dr.), give us a call (720-865-0610), or check out our new offerings at www.Denvergov.org/recreation.  

Thank You, 
Drew Jordan, Cook Park Recreation Center Coordinator

By Jim Stone, Block Coordinator



The Cooper Theatre, Bringing Cinerama to Colorado 
and Beyond By H. Christine Richards

Many claim that the Cooper Theatre at 960 
S. Colorado Blvd. in Glendale was the first 
purpose-built Cinerama theater in the United 
States. 

Although many existing theaters were adapted 
to show Cinerama films, in 1961 and 1962 the 
non-profit Cooper Foundation of Lincoln, Ne-
braska, designed and built three near-identical 
circular “Super-Cinerama” theaters in Denver, 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota (a Minneapolis sub-
urb), and Omaha, Nebraska. 

The theaters were designed by architect Richard 
L. Crowther of Denver, a Fellow of the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects. Richard Crowther 
was an influential Denver architect who worked 
with companies such as the Lakeside Amuse-
ment Park, Joslin’s, Baur’s, Fashion Bar, Fon-
tius Shoes, Berry’s Restaurants, White Spot 
Restaurants, King Soopers, Fox Theaters and 
many others. Crowther’s theater creations were 
considered the finest venues to view Cinerama 
films.

The 20,000-square foot Cooper Theatre had 
814 seats—150 in the balcony—and parking for 350 cars. Groundbreaking for the theater started on May 17, 1960, with 
the theater opening in March 1961. Budgeted at $750,000, the theater’s final cost ended up being $1,000,000 primarily 
due to cost of the Cinerama equipment. The circular theater was 120 feet in diameter with a 146-degree louvered movie 
screen that was 105 feet wide by 38 feet tall. It was not an ordinary screen, but one made up of 2,300 verticals strips of 
perforated tape, angled like a vertical Venetian blind. This screen setup was designed to prevent light projected to each end 
of the screen from reflecting to the opposite end and washing out the image.  (cont. on page 15)
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TUESDAY KIDS EAT FREE
WINE WEDNESDAYS
FAT TIRE FRIDAYS
SNAPSHOT SATURDAYS
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Computer Repair
In Your Home or Office! 

Fully covered with liability and workers comp insurance. Call Today:
Prompt Computer Solutions (720) 552-7949

    Cooper Theatre, cont.
         As far as the design and style of the theater, the colors are what stood out to me the most. This is obviously hard to 
capture in a black and white newsletter, but the circular part of the theater’s exterior was painted what the designers called 
bittersweet orange. But, really, I’d call it more fire orange. The exterior of the Cooper Theatre was ablaze in orange, lit up 
at night as to be visible from Lookout Mountain, according to local legend. 

The interior of theater picked up on the bittersweet orange theme with 165-foot satin screen curtain in the same color. The 
plush seats were a royal blue. It looked like it was designed by a Broncos maniac, or maybe it’s where the Broncos got the 
idea for their current colors? (The orange and blue scheme was introduced in the mid-1960s. Their original colors were 
mustard yellow and brown.) 

The unusual design of a round theater building coupled with the Cinerama format was expected to draw tourists from 
hundreds of miles away, and ticket offices for the theater were set up in cities throughout Colorado, Wyoming and New 
Mexico. One of its first ads noted, “Never in a neighborhood theatre – Never on TV!” The theater was meant to be a one-
of-kind experience, and its Cinerama movies would play for runs that lasted months. 

The tourist-minded Cooper Theatre was well-placed along Colorado Boulevard. Its neighbor was Celebrity Sports Cen-
ter—a 122,600-square foot center that included attractions such as a 2,000-person bowling alley, a 164-foot wide indoor 
pool—the largest in Colorado—and 13,500 square feet of slot-car racing tracks. The “celebrity” part of the name came 
from the fact that its owners included Hollywood celebrities, such as Jack Benny, George Burns, Bing Crosby—and Walt 
Disney. It, too, was designed to be a destination for tourists, and a possible expansion of Walt Disney’s in-person experi-
ences such as Disneyland.

Although Cinerama changed the movie-going experience, the technology itself wasn’t meant to last. Even the Cooper The-
atre moved on from Cinerama within a few years of opening. The theater showed its last Cinerama movie in 1966. In fact, 
only seven full-length Cinerama movies were ever made. 

Cinerama was not cheap to film nor to view—for example, the 7-track magnetic soundtrack came with a script to direct 
the theater sound manager when to manually transfer the audio from one sound channel’s speaker to another on the other 
side of the theater. Newer technologies, like Twentieth Century Fox’s CinemaScope and Paramount’s VistaVision, used sin-
gle-projector processes to provide a widescreen experience that didn’t demand nearly as much from filmmakers or theater 
owners. 

How the West Was Won played for more than a year at the Cooper and grossed over $1,000,000. Due to rising costs, how-
ever, this would be the last feature filmed in three-strip Cinerama. The last Cinerama film shown at the Cooper Theatre 
was The Best of Cinerama with scenes compiled from previous Cinerama films. 
The Cooper Theatre soon switched to a single-projector format. In 1975, The Cooper Theatre had an additional theater at-
tached to it, The Cooper Cameo. More recent audiences of the theater remember it as one of the few large screens in town 
to see first-viewing, special engagements of films such as Star Wars, Close Encounters of the Third Kind and Alien.

The Cooper Theatre ultimately became part of United Artists theaters in 1989, accompanied by an off-white exterior paint 
job. Examining the last photos of the theater, I can imagine how the luster of The Cooper Theatre was lost in this renova-
tion—its famous script removed from the theater’s exterior and the dramatic horizontal lines of the lobby covered with a 
generic maroon façade. 

The theater was torn down in 1994 to make room for the Barnes and Nobles parking lot. Its neighbor, Celebrity Sports 
Center, became the Home Depot shopping center.
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